
Thornhill Community Council 
Minutes of Meeting 

Held at Thornhill 
On 09/05/2011 

 
Present:  David Kerr, Jeannette Kerr, Robert McGarva, Scott Jardine, Jason Davies, David 
Sharpe, Linda Airley, Lorraine Murdoch. 
 
In attendance:  Community Constable Jodie John, PC Kerry Broatch, Steven Wylie, Sara 
Bain, Doug Bowie 
 
Apologies:  Douglas Watters, Willie Lenza, Cllrs. Dykes, Sime & Wood 
 

  To Do 

1. Welcome: 
• David Kerr, chairing the Meeting in the absence of Douglas Watters, who is in 

hospital with a broken leg, introduced everyone and also agreed to pass on 
everyone’s best wishes to Douglas for a speedy recovery. 

 

2. Police Report: 
• Police Officers Jodie John and Kerry Broatch introduced themselves;  deputising for 

PC Scott McDowall.  They reported as follows: 
• Excellent atmosphere at Blues Festival;  everyone in good spirits;  no policing 

issues at all. 
• 2x instances of vandalism;  2x Breach of Peace;  1x Anti Social Behaviour in past 

month 
• Operation Dandelion:  Officers on the lookout for vans, trucks etc., which might 

contain stolen items;  thieves breaking into empty properties and removing copper 
piping, cylinders etc, which are fetching a good price at present, often incidentally 
causing flooding to neighbouring properties.  One or two members had noticed a 
Transit-type van cruising the area;  no-one had a registration number for it, but 
Police fairly confident they knew it and that it had been associated with thefts etc in 
the district.  Everyone encouraged to report further sightings of this and, indeed, 
any, suspicious vehicles. 

• Dabton Loch:  increased patrols, following reports of vandalism to planting;  
damage to swans’ nest etc. 

• Area Inspector’s Report on our area (includes Moniaive, Dunscore, Auldgirth, 
Thornhill etc) for 2010/11:  Instances of Serious Violent Crime 4 1;  Crimes of 
Dishonesty:  80 65;  Housebreaking:  24 29.  (Most of these relate either to 
thefts from garages or from unoccupied rural properties - thefts of copper items 
mentioned above -  actual housebreaking pretty low.)  Crimes of Disorder/assault:  
105 91.  Area Inspector describes these figures as ‘encouraging’ and describes 
the area as ‘safe and crime-free overall’.  He also observes that we may soon reach 
the point where figure will not reduce further. 

• A caution also raised regarding individuals  hawking pictures round residential 
areas.  Public should be aware that bona fide traders will have a Council-issued 
licence.  Police believe these are often young foreign nationals being exploited by 
‘gang-masters’ of more indigenous criminals.  Operatives frequently have ‘sob-
stories’ – child with serious heart condition etc., but this is a ruse to find soft-
hearted or gullible householders who, furthermore, keep larger amounts of cash in 
the house.  Police report that this operation was so well supported last year by the 
public that they were often able to trig exactly where gangs were, anticipate where 
they were going and catch them red-handed.  At least one member of the 
Community Council had direct personal experience of this. 

• It was also reported that Sanquhar is having CCTV installed;  supported by Cllr 
Dempster, but Sanquhar CC had raised a lot of the money for it.  There are no 
present plans for CCTV in Thornhill, though it had occurred to DK & SJ when they 
had been removing the benches etc from the area outside the Community Centre 
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that CCTV there might have prevented the vandalism.  Police feel the more CCTV 
the better. 

• SJ mentioned the theft of a trailer from a local farm;  Police aware of this. 
• (Lorraine Murdoch arrived at this point) 
• (Police departed here) 

3. Gala Sub Committee Report: 
• Doug Bowie reported on a very successful Silent Auction held the previous Friday.  

£500 (net) had been raised.  There could have been slightly more support from the 
village in general but it had been arranged at short notice and local businesses had 
been very supportive.  Next event will be a Quiz Night at the Buccleuch on 1 July;  
£10/team of 4.  Possibility of entering a Community Council Team?  And event 
could be publicised on CC Website, assuming it’s live by that date. 

• Queen dress and Crown still to be found.  DK reported that Caroline Hewson had 
said that what was in the container was everything that had been returned after the 
2009 Gala.  Nobody present knew who the previous Queen had been, but WHPS 
will know.  Sara Bain will contact them to see if items can be recovered and let us 
know. 

• Trophies all seem to be in place. 
• Applications for funding have been made to DGHP;  not sure what will be available 

from that;  also application to D&GC;  some £350 expected there. 
• Members expressed their appreciation of Sara and Doug’s efforts.   
• (Doug Bowie left at this point) 

 

4. Community Resilience: 
• Steven Wylie, Community Resilience Officer from D&GC was in attendance, at our 

invitation, to explain more about Community Resilience. 
• His background is in administration with D&GC.  This is part of a department 

handling Civil Protection, Community Resilience and Corporate Risk.  He was 
appointed (D&GC first Authority in Scotland to make such an appointment) in 
response to the 2010 floods.  Scottish Government interested in this and monitoring 
closely.  Remit is “…to lessen the impact of an emergency…to work with Area 
Management Teams and Third Sector [Voluntary Groups]…” 

• D&GC has duty under Civil Contingencies Act 2004 to make provision for coping 
with emergencies. 

• “Emergencies”?  Lockerbie Bombing, Foot & Mouth Disease, 2009 flooding, 2009 
snow & ice, 2010 snow & ice – in other words, anything that causes significant 
impact or inconvenience to a group of the population, even quite a small group.  
Threats:  “Isolation of a Community through landslide, failure of power, telecoms, 
water etc….health pandemics….fuel shortages…effects of climate change (weather 
we’re unaccustomed to, such as severe and/or prolonged summer heat, as well as 
winter weather)…” 

• Suggested tasks for Community Resilience Groups: 
o Make arrangements to complement Response Agencies (Fire, Police, 

Ambulance…) 
o Identify risks to our Community and responses needed 
o Identify vulnerable groups/people [caution advised re Data Protection and 

need for sensitivity with regard to who, in the Community, might not agree 
with being identified (or not) as ‘vulnerable’.  Theoretical list perhaps better 
than a list of actual individuals.] 

o Identify resources [4x4/tractor/chain saw etc owners willing to participate]  
o Communications to keep Area Managers updated and request appropriate 

resources. 
o Put together a Community Resilience Team and decide how much – or 

how little – we are able and prepared to do. 
o Complete Community Resilience Template – a pro forma that will assist 

D&GC to identify risks they have not identified and target resources better 
(lessons learned from 2009 floods when no-one had a proper picture of 
what was going on) – and complete exercise to test it. 

• D&GC planning a Community Council event to launch the Resilience Template 
(Scottish Government interested and about to launch their own also) at Castle 
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Douglas Town Hall [DK underlined that most Community Council members have 
jobs, so it would need to be a weekend or evening event]. 

• D&GC would also provide centralised mapping, to aid communication and help, for 
example, identify locally used names of places. 

• This is all part of a generalised concept of Resilience which Government (both 
Westminster and Holyrood) are keen to promote.  As well as Mr Cameron’s ‘Big 
Society’, Scottish Department for Education & Lifelong Learning are embedding this 
in the Curriculum (“Effective Contributors…Responsible Citizens…”).  Steven Wylie 
is available to help or advise with all of the above, but we are at liberty to go our 
own way. 

• Questions asked: 
o What about storage of grit for salt bins?  No facility likely to be available for 

this.  DG First will undertake to keep bins replenished, particularly in 
response to problems we identify in advance. 

o Do we need to contact vulnerable people?  No;  Community Resilience has 
access to Social Work etc registers and, anyway, potential Data Protection 
and sensitivity problems.  What is envisaged is more reminding people to 
be aware of potentially vulnerable people in their area, and just to keep an 
eye open. 

o What about gritting of roads;  they seem to be gritting ‘A’ roads, but not 
others?  This probably won’t change now, though D&GC is reviewing its 
gritting policy in the light of feedback from the Public. 

o What about the Winter Equipment Scheme?  This is a scheme to provide 
grit bins, grit, pavement gritters, snow shovels, gloves and Hi-Vis vests and 
some training in their use to groups (=5 or more residences/Residents’ 
Associations/School groups etc.:  130 applications to date).  It is separate 
from DG First’s Grit Bin scheme and, on cause shown, this scheme can 
provide salt bins in places where DG First’s criteria for supplying one would 
not be met (see Criteria appended to previous Minutes) and DGF would 
then replenish them as part of their normal round.  Equipment becomes 
property of the Group:  somewhere secure would be needed for storage, 
particularly of the pavement gritter.  DGF will maintain, and replace, 
equipment as necessary. 

o Why doesn’t D&GC just grit as before, instead of spending money on this 
Scheme?  Cost of the scheme is a fraction [Cllrs could be asked for figures] 
of what previous level of gritting costs.  And Winter Equipment Scheme is 
only a small part of the overall concept of both personal and corporate 
resilience, which is National Policy.  As far as D&GC’s decision is 
concerned, this was one taken by Cllrs as being the best available, and 
comments about that should be addressed to them. 

o If we buy into this scheme, or any part of it, won’t that just let D&GC off the 
hook?  D&GC say they are constrained financially in what they can do.  
They will be doing less gritting etc. than previously, whatever we do, or 
don’t do. 

o Would funding be available, e.g. to farmers to compensate them for their 
diesel etc if they use 4x4s, tractors etc to cope with an emergency?  No 
provision for this at present, but it could be put in the template and could be 
considered, though not guaranteed. 

o How will this scheme help those up Shinnel Glen and the like?  It won’t, 
much.  Some Members felt that it would be better to do this than to do 
nothing at all, particularly as other neighbouring Community Councils 
(Moniaive, Penpont, Dunscore) have bought into the scheme to at least 
some degree.  DK has been attempting to contact these CCs to find out 
their experience, but hasn’t managed, so far. 

o So:  do D&GC see this as an enhancement to the service they provide?  
Yes.  (Some Members suggested that it was more accurately a mitigation 
of cuts.) 

o Would we be better to engage in the scheme in conjunction with other local 
groups?  Yes.  It would potentially give a bigger pool of resources etc., 
which might be more effectively targeted. 
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o Do we have to do all or nothing?  No;  mix and match as you like. 
• That concluded the Community Resilience item.  It was agreed to consider further 

next time when we have had time to assimilate all we have heard.  There is no 
Closing Date, as such, for participation in the scheme.  We thanked Steven Wylie 
for his time and advice, and he left at this point. 

• LA re-iterated that it had not changed her mind;  that she felt D&GC spent its 
money unwisely and that this was the result.  All Members agreed that the scheme, 
if entered into at all, should be engaged with very carefully, setting out beforehand 
exactly what service, if any, we were providing, and the limitations of it.  It was also 
agreed that we would try to find out whether the situation in similar sized 
communities in, say, Lanarkshire or the Borders were any better. 

5. Minutes of Previous Meeting: 
• Approved.  Proposed by JD;  Seconded by JK. 

 

6. Matters Arising: 
• It now being late, DK proposed enumerating these briefly: 
• Cross:  cleaned up nicely.  Cllrs and DG First thanked.  Positive reaction from 

Public.  Website (see below) will be useful also for publicising this kind of thing to 
those who think it happened by magic. 

• Trees:  Nothing further heard:  DW or Cllrs might know, but none of these present. 
• Pollocks’ Bench:  Nothing further:  Cllr GD might know, but not here. 
• Playgroup Benches etc:  uplifted by DK and SJ;  stored in container meantime. 
• Thomson Memorial:  Rotary have voted £100 towards this;  should be with us soon.  

Agreed we could, as previously decided, go ahead.  SJ to contact Edward Leyden. 
• Scouts’ Lease:  LM investigating;  nothing further meantime. 
• Web Site:  coming together nicely, if a little slowly.  Next meeting with Sensor 

Studios is on Thursday, 26 May. 
• Health Board:  SJ has been round several Community Councils:  Moniaive, 

Penpont, Closeburn and Carronbridge.  All (though awaiting Carronbridge’s 
response) have approved the terms of the complaint re abuse of process (see 
previous Minutes);  SJ plans also visits to Dunscore and Keir.  Also Tynron, once it 
is known when it next meets. 

• One Stop Shop:  nothing more heard about this.  Fear that issue may slip through 
crack in the floor.  DK to write and chivvy Cllrs about this.  Noted that Kirkcudbright 
are amalgamating their One Stop Shop with their Library.  Have checked with 
Thornhill Library:  they have no knowledge of any such plan for Thornhill. 

• Hanging Baskets:  LM reported a good response, generally, from businesses in the 
village, particularly the Buccleuch Hotel who had troubled to write a personal letter 
to the boy who had approached them.  Beavers in general very excited by the 
response they had had.  Noted that, in all 24 baskets of about 12 or 14” size will be 
required.  Community Council had agreed to offer to provide one basket per 
business;  several want more than one.  We will supply these, if they will pay for 
them.  Note:  probably best to double-check with those requesting more than one 
that they fully understand this.  Discussion as to where we would source these.  DK 
noted that Jane Marchbank had suggested Drumlanrig gardens might supply them 
for nothing.  We won’t have time to plant them up;  potential suppliers will be asked 
to quote for supply of 12-14” basket, ready planted.  Agreed to approach Memories, 
Drumlanrig and Capenoch and see what they might offer.  It was noted that one or 
two other businesses in the village sell plants but that, in none of these cases, was 
it the core business of those enterprises, and we would not approach them in this 
instance.  Further action on this was devolved to a Sub-Committee of LM, JK and 
DK, assisted by RMcG, who will meet again on 19 May, time being of the essence. 

 

7. Treasurer’s Report: 
• Accounts completed to end of March and ready to go to Auditor.  Problem with 

balances (see previous Minutes) had been resolved.  As suspected, Website had 
not been updated until the following day. 

• Investment a/c:  £5,325 
• Legacy a/c:  £255,901 

 

LM, JK, DK, 
RMcG

DK 

SJ 

RMcG to 
monitor;  SJ to 
contact Mr L 

DW, Cllrs;  DK to 
enquire 
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• Current a/c:  £1893 

8. Correspondence: 
• There will have been correspondence, but will be in DW’s possession and not to 

hand at present. 

 

9. Planning: 
• DK had been unable to get D&GC Website to disgorge relevant Planning 

information.  Cllr Wood had e-mailed his copy upon request, but this had not 
downloaded properly by the time DK left to attend Meeting.  [Note that, upon 
inspection later, the list forwarded (Week 25-29 April) contained no Applications 
relevant to Thornhill & District.  There may be some, but they will need to be 
traced.] 

• Meantime, we had intimation copy from Planning Dept., of proposed alterations at 
Thomas Tosh, to include inter alia provision for Off Sales, and more concert, and 
exhibition-type events. 

• DK has instructions from DW to submit our observations on the Planning Dept Site 
Survey as part of the LDP consultation. 

 

8. AOCB: 
• LM reported from her meeting at the Community Centre that Mary Ann Lethardy is 

leaving, having secured the job of Secretary at WHPS.  Some Community Centre 
Committee Members had been unhappy at our decision re. Scout Hut site. LM had 
done her best to explain that we felt this the most sustainable option (see previous 
Minutes).  Members felt, with some resignation, that there were going to be 
criticisms whatever we did. 

 

9. DONM: 
• Monday, 20 June, to include AGM. 

 

10. Meeting Closed 
• At 9.30pm...not bad, in the circumstances. 

 

DK 

DK 
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