
Thornhill Community Council Meeting Minutes Monday 18th March 2013 

Present: Douglas Watters, Jeanette Kerr, Lorraine Murdoch, Jane Bailey, Willie Lenza, Jane 
Marchbank, David Sharp, Greg Parker, Robert McGarva, Scott Jardine 

1. Apologies –Cllr. Gill Dykes, Cllr Jim Dempster, Cllr Andrew Wood, Jason Davies, 
Murray Bainbridge 

2. Police Report – from PC Ian Harvey 
Incidents – heating oil stolen from New St. 
        Road traffic speeding incidents 
Winter anti-crime patrol is being done 
With regard to the query about who completes the police reports in the planning 
process – the planning committee have the final say and the report is completed in 
Dumfries. 
DW asked for an issue with the Neighbourhood Watch scheme to be referred to 
Scott McDowell for clarification 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting 
Proposed Willie Lenza 
Seconded Greg Parker 

4. Matters Arising 
4th Periodic Review Community Councils Meeting – discussed and submission for end 
of next week, i.e. 29th March. Meeting attended by 4 people. 
Suggestions submitted – people with businesses in the postal code area can join 
Community Council, to simplify the nomination papers and that the boundaries 
should be the same as the parish. 
Local Development Plan 
500 houses increase to infrastructure and industrial units. The greenbelt is to be 
kept. The proposals would increase the population of Thornhill by 70%. Buccleuch 
Estate has not released any land. 
DW sent letter of support adding that we would wish to work with any developer via 
planning. 
Scottish Water Meeting 
SJ & DW attended the meeting. There was a presentation about £15 million spend 
on Troqueer. This was an investment and focus on infrastructure 
SJ reported that during the Q&A session an attendee from Springfield had concerns 
about sewage spillage. The answer from Scottish Water was reference to the 1968 
Sewerage Act. They tried to blame others for the way the sewers had been put in. 
SJ advised that we had similar problems in Thornhill and that it was linked to 
capacity. SJ has witnessed overflow in Manse Road and Station Road. There are now 
concerns with further houses being built on the Old Wallace Hall site. 
Bill Elliot from Scottish Water had been in touch and a site visit is arranged for 10am 
Tuesday 26th March. 



SJ advised that a sewer had been replaced at the back of Gillbank through to Waugh 
Road again because of a capacity issue. 
LM advised that there was still water leaking on West Morton Street 
JM advised that there was water running on both sides of Boat Brae. This water was 
coming off the roads. The pavements are over grown 
DS commented on manpower issues within the roads department 
JK advised of the state of disrepair to the road East Back Street 
JM advised that the wall of the church yard needs pointing 
DW had emailed Ian Renwick with regard to his request but to date he had no 
response 
 

5. NHS Update 
On 27th March Dr. Alistair Noble from Nairn Community Rebuild and an adviser to 
the Scottish Executive held a meeting for community representatives. 50 people 
were invited and there was a good turnout of a wide variety from within the 
community. Thornhill presentation notes attached. 
SJ asked for feedback. For future locality planning SJ advised that Mid Nithsdale 
needs to be careful that it’s not lumped in with Dumfries and that it’s important that 
people understand they have to be involved in locality planning 
SJ praised the Health board for installing the new boiler at Thornhill Hospital and for 
converting the cottage in to Ambulance staff room/ house. 
SJ also advised that the local doctors are very supportive to keep Thornhill Hospital 
SJ wants to know if people want a meeting for further discussion 
DW thanked SJ for the update 
 

6. Duke William Building 
JB reported on meeting with Carole McGregor which culminated in further meeting 
being agreed to discuss figures on the Community Centre. JB felt that the meeting 
had been positive 
SJ felt that income for any project very important consideration 
JK concerned about the loss of meeting rooms in the village and the importance of 
saving the heritage of the village 
SJ also felt it was important that the project was not sacrificed because of the house. 
JB commented on a feeling amongst some people about the length of time it is 
taking to use the bequest funds 
RMc – said that we only have one chance so it is important to get it right 
DW agreed the centres would complement each other  
JB agreed to report back once further figures attained from Community Centre 
 

7. Post Office 
DW advised that there has been a rumour that the postmaster is retiring. 



DW read out an email from Connie Hewitt, Senior Manager at the Post Office. It 
states that no formal request regarding retirement has been received. At least 6 
month’s notice would need to be given in the event of any change. 
 

8. Abbey field – DW had received an email from Neil Patterson confirming what had 
been written in the Standard to be correct. As yet Loreburn hadn’t opened 
negotiations. 

 
9. Wind Farm Update 

Panel meeting to take place on Thursday 28th March for Clyde Wind Farm GP and LM 
to attend 
Agreed that the Wind Farm subcommittee only needs to meet when there are 
applications in. 
On Thursday 4th April at 7pm there is a meeting about the Harestanes Wind Farm to 
set up the Community Fund. DW to attend 
DW advised agreed funding to the Bowling Club to help with 175th anniversary. 
Funding will be done from micro grant money. 
LM suggested that we sponsor an annual trophy as well. 
RMc wrote cheque for £250 to be sent to Bowling Club 
JB reported on 20 shilling Wind Farm. Plans to be submitted by the end of the month 
DW suggested he may come off this committee. 
 

10. Playground Equipment – Approval of Order 
After consideration of the 3 quotes it was decided to go ahead with the Russell Play 
quote. JB will advise June McGarvey at the council. 
 

11. Report on Meeting with Graeme Allison 

GP advised that 4 people attended a positive meeting. Graeme accepted the issues raised. 
He advised there is currently a back log and that we are on the list. He recognised the issue 
with the narrow pavements on Station Road, but as he understood the wall was listed. GP 
stated he is not sure how we can now take this forward. Whilst there is a compromise to the 
children’s safety we need to be careful not to talk ourselves out of the existing crossing 
patrol as the footfall is well under the figures as guideline by the Scottish Executive. There 
was dialogue about the need for safe routes to school and the ineffectiveness of the speed 
humps on East Morton Street and Station Road. Graeme agreed to pavement markings on 
the side of Manse Road without a pavement. There was also a discussion about the 
possibility of 20 mph flashing signs. These cost £500 + vat each and the council are unlikely 
to pay. If we wanted to pursue we could apply for a Wind Farm grant. 

DW thanked everyone for their attendance 
GP will email Cllr Dempster with regard to the listed walls 



 
 
12. Treasurers Report 

 
Legacy Account 262 920.75 
Investment Account 3396.40 
Current Account 16931.94 
 

13. Planning Applications 
See attached List 
 

14. Correspondence 
 
See attached List 
 
£200 cheque awarded to Squash Club for a new notice board 
 
GP to speak to member from Glenkairn community Council re superfast broadband business 
questionnaire 
DS advises that new fibre optic cables have been laid from Thornhill to Dumfries 
 

15. Gala Update 
Gala Committee to have a meeting on Tuesday 19th March. It is the same members on the 
Committee as before with the exception of Fiona. JM will speak to Doug Bowie with regard 
to funding applications. 
 

16. A.O.C.B 
RMc reported complaint from Derek Hannah. He had put in an application to the Roads 
Department for further grit bin. He had been told that under no circumstances could he 
have one. 
LM – agreed to do a grit bin survey in the Easter holidays 
RMc- agreed it needed tube looked in to further in time for the applications for next year 
DW – suggested that requests are put in by September 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting Monday 22nd April 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 


